[image: image1.wmf]
Overview of Acceleration Program for 
English Language Arts

The Lexington County School District One Acceleration Program for English Language Arts (ELA) has been designed to provide students whose classroom performance and motivation indicate a readiness for the challenges of a faster paced and more rigorous instruction that is differentiated to meet their needs. 
Placement in accelerated classes is not mandatory. Qualification for the program offers students the option of participation. Students and their parents make the final decision regarding participation.   Materials and assessments for this program are at a high instructional level. This program prepares students to study English 1 Honors in Grade 8.  Students in the Acceleration Program for English Language Arts in grades 6-8 are expected to take Honors and Advanced Placement courses in English Language and Composition offered in the District’s high schools.

In order to attain the high expectations that have been set for all students, it is very important that students attend class regularly.  Since the curriculum in the Acceleration Program for English Language Arts is often compacted and taught at a faster pace than the grade-level curriculum, absences from school should occur only when absolutely necessary.  In class, students must be especially attentive, keep up with all assignments and be prepared each day.  Through participation in the program, students are expected to become self-directed learners who work collaboratively with other students as well as independently to maximize their learning.
Lexington County School District One

Acceleration Program for 
English Language Arts
· Accelerates the pace and increases the depth of study in English Language Arts
· Challenges students through increased rigor

· Expects students to assume an increased level of personal responsibility and accountability for their learning  

· Requires students to use connections among areas of literacy and other disciplines to solve complex problems

· Develops study skills and work habits that reflect self-motivation and self-direction

· Demands excellence and commitment

· Enables students to learn all ELA content standards for middle school and those for English 1 Honors in Grades 6-8

· Provides a strong foundation for and leads to advanced placement courses in district high schools

Curriculum for Acceleration Program for English Language Arts

The Acceleration Program for ELA provides an alternative curriculum for students who have demonstrated the skills necessary to read, comprehend, and write more complex texts than is typical at grades 6 and 7.  In addition to all of the grade-level curriculum standards, students are expected to write routinely for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences, acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the appropriate college and career readiness level, and read and comprehend complex literacy and informational texts independently and proficiently.
In grade 8, accelerated students will be taught the same standards as those used at the high school in English 1 Honors.

Qualifying Criteria for Acceleration Program for 
English Language Arts

For initial placement in the Acceleration Program for ELA, the following factors will be considered.
· Performance on standardized tests such as
· SC READY 
· STAR 360
· Academic performance in the classroom

· Maintain an average of 80 or higher in ELA

Students in the Acceleration Program for English Language Arts should possess the following characteristics:
· Follow written and verbal directions

· Work independently and collaboratively
· Exhibit self-motivation and self-direction
· Prepare and organize materials for class
· Complete assignments on time 

· Use higher level thinking skills routinely to apply, analyze, create, and evaluate
To participate in the program, students must meet all of the placement criteria below or meet state gifted identification criteria in ELA. 
	 Criteria
	Performance/Achievement Level 

	Standardized Tests
	Score “Exceeds” on the ELA section of SC READY 

Or
Attain a score of 811 or higher in reading on the Grade 5 winter administration of STAR 360

	Academic Achievement
	Maintain an average of 80 or higher in ELA


Expectations and Procedures for Continued Participation in Acceleration Program in English Language Arts 
*Maintain scores of 80 or higher on summative ELA assessments

*Exhibit work and study habits that reflect self-motivation and self-direction

*Demonstrate personal responsibility and accountability during collaborative and individual learning experiences

If the above expectations are maintained, students are not required to re-qualify based on standardized test scores each year. However, performance on standardized tests is monitored yearly for all students, including those in the Acceleration Program in ELA.  

Throughout the year, students, teachers, and parents will monitor academic performance.  If any stakeholder has a concern regarding classroom performance and/or participation in the acceleration program, conference should be scheduled. These conferences may be at school or on the telephone.
Placement Criteria and Procedures for Rising Grade 7 and Grade 8 Students
For students who wish to begin participation in the Acceleration Program in ELA after Grade 6:

*Scores on SC READY and STAR 360 will be reviewed and discussed 

*Student performance during learning experiences and on summative assessments will be evaluated for readiness.

Parents who wish to appeal recommendation for placement should contact the school. 
Gregory D. Little, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Gloria J. Talley, Ed.D.
Chief Academic Officer 
Ryan T. Pool
Director, Secondary Schools
Erica K. Bissell, Ed.D.
Coordinator, Reading and Language Arts

[image: image2.wmf]
Lexington County School District One

Acceleration Program for English Language Arts Grades 6-8


Lexington County School District One does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in admission to, access to, treatment in or employment in its programs and activities. 


The following people have been designated to handle inquiries or complaints. The Chief Human Resource Officer handles inquiries/complaints regarding Title IX.  Inquiries/complaints regarding Section 504 for elementary students go to the Coordinator of ESOL/RtI and for secondary students to the Director of Counseling and Advisement. The Mathematics Coordinator handles inquiries/complaints regarding Title II. 


Contact these people if you have questions regarding these issues at 100 Tarrar Springs Road, Lexington, SC 29072 and telephone number (803) 821-1000. 
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